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Meeting with the chairman 
Of the «  Boris Tchaikovsky Society » (Moscow)  :  

Igor Prokhorov 
 

 
Olga Solovieva (piano) – described as ‘excellent’ by Murray McLachlan in the 
magazine Piano – was born in Moscow. She graduated from the Gnessin Academy 
of Music in 1998 (piano) and took a post-graduate course (chamber ensemble) 
in the same institution as an assistant to Professor Leonid Blok in 
1998–2000. In 1999 she was a prize-winner of the Open National Taneyev 
Chamber Music Competition, and in 2000 she was a finalist at the XX 
International Chamber Music Competition in Trapani, Italy. At the XII 
International Tchaikovsky Competition (Moscow, 2002) she won a special prize 
and was awarded the special diploma ‘Best Accompanist’ (accompanying the 
cello). Since 2004 she has been a professor at the Gnessin Musical College. 
As a solo player and a member of different chamber ensembles Olga Solovieva 
performed in several international music festivals in Russia, as well in a 
numerous concerts of classical and contemporary music in Moscow and in other 
Russian cities. In 2006 and 2007 she performed in the 14th and 15th 
International Russian Chamber Music Festivals in Gent (Belgium). Her wide 
repertoire includes solo and ensemble works by both western composers 
(Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, Grieg, Chopin, Franck, Chausson, 
Bartok, Villa Lobos and others) and Russian composers (among them 
Mussorgsky, Pyotr Tchaikovsky, Taneyev, Rubinstein, Liadov, Rachmaninov, 

Shostakovich, Prokofiev, Miaskovsky, Shebalin, Galynin, Boris Tchaikovsky, 
Babajanian, Golovin, Klimov, and Prokudin). 
Olga Solovieva is a champion of the music of Boris Tchaikovsky, and she has 
recorded three CDs with his music: the Piano Concerto on Naxos (8.557727), 
first recordings of piano sonatas and pieces on Albany Records (TROY74), and 
the vocal and chamber music on Toccata Classics (TOCC0046). 
Olga’s growing discography also includes the CD on Toccata Classics with 
music for solo piano by Herman Galynin (TOCC0076), who - like Boris 
Tchaikovsky - was the pupil of Shostakovich and Miaskovsky, and the Volume 1 
in the series “Anatoly Liadov: Complete Works for piano” (TOCC 0082, 
scheduled to be issued at the end of 2009). For Naxos Olga Solovieva also 
recorded the CD with Sergey Taneyev’s piano works and Sonata for Violin & 
Piano (8.557804, scheduled to be issued in October 2009). 
All Olga’s recordings received the high praise in the music magazines 
(Gramophone, Fanfare, American Record Guide, among others), for example: 
"Olga Solovieva plays with fiery conviction throughout..." 
(Gramophone - about TOCC0076). 
“On this new Naxos Olga Solovieva plays with incisive precision and 
ferocity, persuasively championing Tchaikovsky..." 
(American Record Guide, about 8.557727) 
“Olga Solovieva plays with steely-fingered brilliance: she’s in complete 
control of what she’s doing, her rhythmic clarity demanding especial 
praise.” (International Record Review - about TROY749) 
 
 
 
Boris Tchaikovsky (1925-1996), one of the truly outstanding composers of the 
second half of the 20th century, relation to his better-known namesake), was 
one of the leading composers of his day, whose music is increasingly 
appreciated well beyond his native Russia. 
Boris Tchaikovsky graduated from the Moscow Conservatory in 1949, where he 
was a student of prominent teachers: Vissarion Shebalin, Dmitry 
Shostakovitch and Nikolay Myaskovsky. In 1948, during the ‘anti-Formalist’ 
campaign the Communist Party launched against composers it felt had to be 
bent into submission, Shostakovich and Shebalin were both dismissed from the 
Conservatory (Boris Tchaikovsky refused to renounce his teachers, and that 
events proved the integrity and strength of his character). 
Accuracy and brightness of intonation, the almost visible and tangible 
vitality of the means of musical expression, deep and unconventional 
thinking, real passion, and at the same time chastity, and finally, the 
ultimate assertion of Good are the qualities inherent in Boris Tchaikovsky's 
music throughout his creative life. His individuality shone most brightly at 
the ‘molecular’ stage, in the building of a melody. His ability to combine 
unpredictable melodic expression with basic elements of music produced a 
musical language that was directly attractive. Boris Tchaikovsky composed 
four symphonies, four instrumental concertos, and a number of other large 
symphonic works, six string quartets, piano quintet, many chamber and vocal 
works. The musicians who performed his works include Alexander Gauk, Samuel 
Samosud, Kirill Kondrashin, Rudolf Barshai, Vladimir Fedoseyev, Gennady 
Rozhdestvensky, Vassily Sinaisky, Mstislav Rostropovich, Galina 
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Vishnevskaya, Viktor Pikaisen, Igor Oistrakh and the Borodin Quartet. 
As a student of the Moscow Conservatory, Boris Tchaikovsky took piano 
lessons with the famous pianist Lev Oborin. Tchaikovsky’s remarkable mastery 
of the piano not only inspired a large number of his piano compositions (two 
piano sona-tas, Sonata for Two Pianos, Trio Quintet, Concerto, and a few 
cycles of piano pieces), but also allowed him to become his own ideal 
interpreter on this instrument. Luckily, many recordings featuring 
Tchaikovsky's unique pianistic artistry have survived. 
On June 2 in Paris, during the meeting with the The Boris Tchaikovsky 
Society, the video-fragments of Boris Tchaikovsky’s own performances will be 
presented (from the rare video-film, 1979): Toccata from Piano Concerto 
(together with Moscow Radio Symphony Orchestra conducted by Vladimir 
Fedosseyev) and songs from “Lyrics of Pushkin” (in ensemble with soprano 
Galina Pissarenko). 
In his last years, from 1989 until his death, on 7 February 1996, Boris 
Alexandrovich Tchaikovsky taught at the Russian Gnessins Academy of Music, 
where he was Professor of Composition. The first (and probably, one of his 
best) Boris Tchaikovsky’s pupils was there Stanislav Prokudin (born in 
1970). Talking of Stanislav Prokudin, Boris Tchaikovsky noted that his 
student had a talent for finding and hearing in his mind’s ear the musical 
material for his future compositions. The melody’s lively and unpredictable 
movement, now improvising, now freezing within a bright repeating tune, 
originality of harmonies, transparency of the texture are all characteristic 
of Prokudin’s works. 
 
 
 
 
 
Stanislav Prokudin graduated from the Russian Academy of Music in 1994 
And proceeded his study to the post-graduate course there (also in the class of 
Boris Tchaikovsky). After Boris Tchaikovsky’s sudden death at February 1996, 
Prokudin completed post-graduate course in the class of Andrey Golovin in 
1996. Among Prokudin’s works are Sinfonietta for Strings (1993), Piano 
Concerto (1994), Clarinet Concerto (1996), Moscow Overture for Orchestra 
(1999, in co-authorship with Petr Klimov), Three Pieces for Chamber 
Orchestra (2000), Piano Trio (1995), Two Pieces for Cello and Piano (1998), 
Three Nocturnes for Clarinet and Piano (2003), Piano Suite (1989), and 
other. The works of Stanislav Prokudin were performed by such famous 
orchestras as Moscow Virtuosi conducted by Vladimir Spivakov, Tchaikovsky 
Symphony Orchestra of Moscow Radio conducted by Vladimir Fedosseyev, 
Musica Viva Chamber Orchestra conducted by Kirill Ershov, as well as the 
Famous soloists including cellist Alexander Rudin, soprano Margarita Elia, 
Pianists Olga Solovieva, Manolis Neophytou, clarinetists Anton Prischepa, 
George Georgiou, among many other. The recordings with the music of 
Stanislav Prokudin include the recordings for Russian Radio, and also Two Pieces 
For Cello and Piano on the CD “Modern Russian Works for Cello” (Boheme Music, 
CDBMR 308272), and Three Nocturnes for Clarinet and Piano on the CD “ 
A Tribute to Boris Tchaikovsky” (Relief; CR991091). 
 


